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Overview

 Why take an ecosystems approach?

* An ecosystems approach in policy and decision
making

e Lessons learned from experiences so far



The new Public Service Agreement on the C@

Natural Environment defra

n

PSA28:. Secure a healthy natural environment for
today and the future

Vision
“To secure a diverse, healthy and
resilient natural environment,
which provides the basis for
everyone’s well-being, health
and prosperity now and in the
future; and where the value of
the services provided by the

natural environment are
reflected in decision-making”




Outcomes from the Natural

Environment PSA

This means:

e Air free from harmful levels
of pollutants

e Sustainable water use

e Land and soils managed
sustainably

* Biodiversity valued,
safeguarded and enhanced

* Clean, healthy, safe,
productive and biologically
diverse oceans and seas

* People enjoying the natural
environment




Ecosystems Approach Action Plan
& Introductory Guide (Dec 2007)




Embedding an ecosystems approach Iin

policy and decision making

A more strategic, integrated
approach to the natural environment

« Valuing the full range of benefits
that the natural environment
provides

* Ensuring environmental limits are
respected

* Adaptive management to respond to
changing pressures,

» Decisions taken at appropriate
spatial scales

\

* Healthy
ecosystems

* Ecosystem
services



Enhancing policy through an

ecosystems approach

Key points

 Engage key partners and stakeholders
e Consideration of whole systems
« Aim to deliver multiple outcomes - “win wins”

e Consider full range of ecosystem services
(environmental, economic and social) when
valuing costs and benefits

 More people-focussed

e Importance of joined-up working



Enriching policy responses: coastal

management




Benefits from taking an

ecosystems approach

 Better informed decisions that take full account of
environmental impacts

 More effective delivery of environmental
outcomes - and other benefits

» Better prioritisation of our resources

e More effective communication and more
Influence



Realising those benefits:

lessons learned from work so far

Research supporting an ecosystems approach

e Building on existing knowledge and data
« Analysing the policy framework

» Testing the approach using case studies



Realising those benefits:

lessons learned from work so far

The availabllity of evidence

 Much evidence to support an ecosystems
approach is already being collected

* Challenge remains to use it effectively in a
“services” context

« Still gaps in understanding how benefits are
derived from biophysical aspects of the
ecosystem at different scales,

* A lack of good, transferable, current data needed
to value some benefits.



Realising those benefits:

lessons learned from work so far

Applying an ecosystems approach to policy

o Taking an ecosystems approach promotes the type
of inclusive, cross-sectoral decision making needed
for effective management of natural resources

 Itis consistent with the current UK Strategy for
Sustainable Development

« Aspects are already being embedded in a number of
areas: it is already making a difference to policy

* Further consideration is needed of the range of
policy and decision making situations where it should
be used, and how they interact with each other



Realising those benefits:

lessons learned from work so far

Using an ecosystems approach in decision making

e conceptual framework can help with public
engagement, but language can still be an issue.

A more ‘place-based’ approach may help evaluation of
any management or policy strategy.

« Many existing environmental appraisal tools could
Incorporate an ecosystems approach.

* |n valuation, an analysis of marginal changes which
Includes consideration of trade-offs and change over
time is needed.



Conclusions

« Taking an ecosystems approach has the potential to deliver
real benefits to the environmental outcomes that we are
working towards.

« Some good examples of use in policy making, but still a long
way to go.

* Evidence base is developing all the time, but sound enough

already to start using this approach in policy and decision
making.



Ecosystems Approach

Thank you

For further information:



