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Convention on Biological Diversity 
(CBD)

• 1992 Earth Summit Rio
• Three key Conventions

– Biological Diversity - CBD
– Climate Change - UNFCCC
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– Climate Change - UNFCCC
– Desertification - UNCCD

• CBD includes commitments for 
maintaining sustainable environmental and 
economic development



What is the Ecosystem Approach?What is the Ecosystem Approach?

• The Ecosystem Approach is a  strategy for 
the integrated management of land, water 
and living resources that promotes 
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conservation and sustainable use in an 
equitable way

• It is the primary framework for 
implementation of the CBD



EA and SD

Sustainable Development
Development that meets the needs of the present without 

compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs

Sustainable Environmental Economic Social 
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Sustainable 
development =

Environmental 
sustainability +

Economic 
sustainability + 

Social 
sustainability

CBD 
Objective =

Conservation 
of biological 

diversity
+

Sustainable 
use of it 

components
+

Fair & equitable 
sharing of 
benefits

Ecosystem 
approach

Provides the mechanism for meeting the needs of 
sustainable development and the CBD’s objectives
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Using the Ecosystem Approach



Using the EA

• The EA provides a set of principles for working 
towards sustainable development based on the 
maintenance of fully functioning ecosystems
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• Its core concept lies in integrating and managing 
the range of demands we place on the 
environment - indefinitely supporting essential 
services, goods and benefits for all without 
deterioration to the natural environment



People are central

• It seeks to ensure natural resources and human 
well-being are both fully taken into account

• A balanced approach enables people and 
natural resource use to be the centre of decision 
making
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making
• Recognizes that humans, with their cultural 

diversity, are an integral component of 
ecosystems

• Aims for a more equitable and long-term future 
for all



Thinking at the correct scale

• It seeks to ensure thinking is focused on levels 
of biological organization which encompass the 
essential processes, functions and interactions 
among organisms and their environment 
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• It seeks to progress thinking about ecosystems 
which include biodiversity, people and the wider 
environment



Why use the Ecosystem 
Approach?
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Why are we interested in the 
Ecosystem Approach?

• The UK government and European Union has 
signed-up to the ecosystem approach as a 
Party to the CBD

• Key role in meeting the WSSD targets
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• Key role in meeting the WSSD targets
• It is adopted by other conventions and 

international agreements such as Climate 
Change Convention and Ramsar

• Endorsed by the Millennium Ecosystem 
Assessment



Putting the Ecosystem Approach 
into action

• No single way to implement the EA, 
depends on local, regional, national and 
global conditions

• The EA does not preclude other 

������ The ecosystem approach; what does it mean in practi ce?
8 July 2008

• The EA does not preclude other 
management and conservation 
approaches. 



Relationship with other approaches

• There are numerous other approaches which 
link to the CBD’s Ecosystem Approach.

– Ecosystem management
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– Ecosystem management
– Ecosystem-based approach
– Biosphere reserves
– Integrated coastal zone management
– Eco-region-base conservation



Relationship to other approaches

• The CBD’s Ecosystem Approach is promoted as 
a framework, not a method 

• The principles act as a guide which when used 
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• The principles act as a guide which when used 
together ensure holistic sustainability

• Consequently other approaches often meet or 
fulfil all Ecosystem Approach principles and so 
conform to its values



Links between current policy and 
the Ecosystem Approach

• Many policies already seek to achieve many of 
the Ecosystem Approach principles
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• Water Framework Directive
• European Fisheries Fund
• Forestry Policy



WFD and Ecosystem Approach

• Biological criteria are used to assess freshwater 
ecosystem health 

• The inclusion of rigorous monitoring requirements and 
regular review of planning will support the need to adapt 
as ecosystems change
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regular review of planning will support the need to adapt 
as ecosystems change

• A long-term view for ecological objectives is consistent 
with the need to work at appropriate time scales

• Efforts to bring together information and stakeholders 
through development of river basin management plans 
fits well with the need to involve society in decision 
making



Conversely

• The lack of objectives for management of wetlands and 
floodplains means only limited understanding of the links 
between adjacent ecosystems and ecosystem function 
and structure 
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• The is limited consideration of the balance between 
sustainable use and conservation of biodiversity 

• There are weak requirements for administrative reforms 
and for the provision of incentive measures. This could 
limit the effectiveness of the Directive



Why use the Ecosystem 
Approach?

• Millennium Ecosystem Approach has shown 
biodiversity conservation cannot be treated in a 
fragmented manner
– The EA considers social, economic and 

environmental issues and takes account of 
governance dimensions
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governance dimensions

• Valuing goods and services provided by 
ecosystems and taking an EA enables 
– An holistic view to be taken integrating sectors, 

technology and knowledge to create more resilience 
and sustainable solutions to natural resource use and 
human well-being. 



More information

• Please visit the UK’s Clearing House 
Mechanism

http://uk.chm-cbd.net
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• Also includes access to the UK EA 
Sourcebook 
– Background to EA
– Case studies - please add your projects
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Thank you
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Dr Diana Mortimer
JNCC


